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Introduction

?
As the wind energy market
evolves, who is actively
shaping its future?
!

And why do these people
really matter?

From chief executives to
aspiring juniors, from
investors to MANUFACTURERS,
and from industry stalwarts
to sector start-ups, who are
the individuals to watch?

A Word About Wind’s annual
Top 100 Power People report
provides an independent
perspective on the industry
influencers of tomorrow.

Find out here...
Front page image courtesy of London Array Limited	

www.londonarray.com
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Foreword
Hello and welcome to the Top
100 Power People report.
In 2012 we took on the challenge of identifying and assessing key individuals currently
working in wind - benchmarking their progress and influence, as their markets and wider
commercial priorities continue to shift.	


!

It was a timely task. For, with the industry starting to make the move out of established
pockets in Europe, North America, and Asia, into emerging sectors across South America,
Australasia and Africa, there can be no doubt that wind is going global.	


!

And, as the industry’s international presence grows, developers and investors have entered
the race to capitalise on preferential, early-stage government incentive packages in these
new, developing economies.	


!

Although industry heavyweights continue to forge ahead in traditional growth markets,
weathering a storm of financial and regulatory uncertainty, increasingly it is the players
capable of making fast moves and bold decisions - willing to take the plunge, expand into
and invest in new territories - that will stay ahead of the pack. 	


With each individual ranked and benchmarked against their peers, and assessed on four
key criteria and elements of influence, the report provides a clear and compelling insight
to help you identify the people who really matter. 	


!

Naturally there will be some surprises in the list, as well as some omissions. You won’t, for
example, find many working within the public sector in here. Those that have been
included were selected as notable exceptions, worthy of a place given their relative
independence.	


!

All in all, what you will find is what we hope is a clear and objective assessment of the
growing international market and the individuals currently working within it.	


!

As always, we thank our fantastic advisory panel for their invaluable insight. These
individuals - profiled on the next page - have worked closely with us in pulling the report
together, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank them personally for their
ongoing support.	


!

I wish you all the best - and a successful 2014!

!

From pioneering pension funds, to ambitious manufacturers and savvy developers, it’s
those figures that not only see an opportunity, but also have the necessary ambition to
seize it, that rank highest in this year’s report. 	


!

Over the following pages, we’ve developed and built a list of those individuals who we
believe to be the most influential individuals currently working in wind.

3

Adam Barber
Founder
A Word About Wind
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The Advisory Panel
To help select the Top 100, each year we bring together a senior advisory panel to provide a credible perspective on the industry’s most influential people.
The strength of the panel lies in its variety, and it includes experts from across the public and private sectors of the international wind energy industry….

Adam Barber
Founder
A Word About Wind

Adam Barber is the Founder of A Word About Wind and the
Managing Director of Tamarindo Communications.	

	

Since 2000, Adam has developed an increasing focus on the
international financial services, clean technology and energy
space. He has a strong and proven track record of developing
commercial strategy and implementing complex corporate
communications briefs. 	

	

Through his work with Tamarindo Communications, Adam
enables businesses and individuals to build reputations,
encourage greater customer loyalty and ultimately, increase the
value of their business and brand.

Stephen Crane has 25 years experience in project and structured
Finance at three of the market’s leading institutions, Bank of TokyoMitsubishi UFJ, Royal Bank of Scotland (including Nat West) and
Deutsche Bank. 	


!

He has 15 years experience of financing in the wind industry
(onshore and offshore) and from both lending and advisory
capacities. He was part of the team that helped establish the UK's
Green Investment Bank being heavily involved in their initial
investments serving as their interim MD for Offshore Wind. 	


Stephen Crane
Former Senior AdvisEr

UK giib

!

!
Christian Kjaer
Former CEO
EWEA

4

He is currently a Senior Consultant for EY's Environmental
Finance team.

Hugh McNeal is Chief Executive of the Office for Renewable
Energy Deployment in the Department of Energy and Climate
Change. From 2008 until early 2010, he led the Low Carbon
Business Team in the Department for Business, Innovation and
Skills, developing the UK Low Carbon Industrial Strategy. 	


Christian has been working in the wind energy sector for more
than 15 years. In 2006 he was appointed CEO of the European
Wind Energy Association in Brussels, after four years as the
Organisation’s policy director. After resigning from EWEA in
April 2013, he founded Faraday Consult, a Brussels-based public
affairs and strategic communications consultancy.	

Christian has been a member of the Boards of Directors at the
Global Wind Energy Council and of the European Renewable
Energy Council in Brussels from 2006 to 2013. Christian was
Expert Reviewer on the IPCC’s 4th and 5th Assessment Reports
on Climate Change (2007 and 2013) and Review Editor on the
IPCC’s Special Report on Renewable Energy Sources (2011).

!

Hugh McNeal
Chief Executive
DECC

Hugh’s previous roles include leading reviews of Planning and
Health and Safety for the Better Regulation Executive as well as a
variety of roles at the Cabinet Office, HM Treasury and Essex
County Council. 	


!

Hugh was educated at the London School of Economics and
Harvard University where he also taught from 1995 to 2000.
Hugh was Chair of Equinox until 2012.
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The Ranking Process

Image courtesy of Vestas

In order to make the ranking process as credible as
possible, and in order to reduce the level of
subjectivity involved in the process, the following
methodology was used:	
  
!
Firstly, a provisional shortlist of wind energy
industry professionals was created. Each candidate
was roughly banded, and the shortlist was whittled
down to a provisional list of 100 influencers.	
  
!
All candidates were then re-ranked within their
bandings in relation to four key criteria, outlined to
the right.	
  
!
For each of these attributes, all candidates were
rated on a scale of 1 to 10, and the total average of
all panelists’ marks was used to decide upon their
final ranking within their allocated banding.	
  
!
Barring a few notable exceptions, the list does not
include those working in the public sector and
industry trade bodies.

4 key criteriA
Experience
!

Based on industry tenure and track record within
any related sector

Contacts
!

Based on the number of industry connections and
relationships they have, and their international
exposure

Leadership
!

Based on public profile, executive leadership,
thought leadership, and the person’s role in market
innovation

Financial Power
!

Based on the financial position and credit rating of
the company they work for, and their access and
executive control over funding

Please note that the written views and opinions expressed in this report are those of the A Word About Wind editorial staff,
and not necessarily those of the advisory panel.	
  

!

If there are any factual inaccuracies, please contact editorial@awordaboutwind.com for correction.
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100

Bill Moore

99 ceo

Armando pimentel

ceo

Deepwater Wind
The developer won the country’s first ever offshore wind
auction in the US this year. With plans to build a 1GW wind
farm off the coast of Rhode Island, Moore’s stock looks set to
rise further, so long as he steers clear of the financing obstacles
which have riddled US offshore attempts to date.

98

Nextera energy resources

New
Entry

97

John Eber
Managing DIRECTOR

8

New
Entry

Mike Garland
ceo

Pattern Energy

JP Morgan
Eber, who sees no shortage of available capital to the US
market, has been responsible for around $10bn of investment
into renewable energy projects across North America. Since
2003, his team has provided tax equity financing for over 10GW
of wind energy projects in 20 states.

Operating more than 10GW of wind power across North
America, NextEra continues to acquire and develop assets, making
it one of the largest wind power operators worldwide. Pimentel
heads an expanding team that has expertise across the board,
from wind resource analysis to construction.

New
Entry

Garland’s Pattern Energy hit the news this year after it became
the first US wind developer to undertake a successful IPO,
valuing the company at $1.24bn. The listing should give Garland
and the company the confidence and finance to expand its
already impressive wind portfolio.

New
Entry
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96

Johannes Busmann

95

Managing director

Prowind
With a background in dairy farming, Busmann specialises in
working with landowners to deliver small-scale developments.
Prowind’s operational portfolio is predominantly located on
German soil, but with projects in development across Europe, in
Canada and in Australia, the firm is demonstrating global ambition.
The developing Romanian sector has been a particular target for
expansion, with 800MW of clean energy projects in the pipeline.

94

Last year
77

Baker is deserving of a place in the list this year having played a
leading advisory role in Germany and the UK offshore wind
market. With an expanding profile in the sector, it will be
interesting to see how Baker's team at Societe Generale
perform next year in an increasingly competitive advisory
environment.

93

DIRECTOR

Last year
86

Ian Berry
Fund Manager

aviva Investors

Terra Firma

9

Managing director

Societe Generale

Tavraj BANGA

With a background in M&A activity, Banga has participated in a
broad range of acquisition, integration, management and
financing activities and is a new entry for 2013. Banga sits on
the board of EverPower and has served on the Infinis board
prior to its IPO in 2013. His renewable energy transactions
total $2bn, and his company now has plans to raise a €3bn
green infrastructure fund. One to watch.

Allan Baker

New
Entry

Berry has overseen and managed infrastructure and renewable
energy at Aviva since 2009, and offers enviable insight into key
energy investments. With pension funds expected to become
increasingly influential both onshore and offshore, Berry’s
influence is expected to grow significantly in 2014 should the
regulatory environment be sufficiently attractive.

New
Entry
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92

Nick Wood

91

Founder & Partner

Resonance LLP
Having made a name for himself working at Man Group, Wood
took the bold move of setting up Resonance in 2011. Aimed at
consolidating the UK small and medium-sized wind farm
industry in order to create an asset portfolio for institutional
investors, Wood is exactly the sort of new entrant that the
European wind energy sector needs right now. Very much one
to watch.

90

New
Entry

Some may have been surprised when Arise Windpower teamed up
with Platina Partners, a London-based private equity firm, to
complete the 200MW Jädraås wind farm in central Sweden. However,
Arise has always had big ambitions for the Scandinavian and Scottish
markets. With control over a 900MW project portfolio, perhaps
Nygren's biggest challenge is to build the Swedish developer's profile
further afield.

89

CEO

Last year
94

Fraser McLachlan
ceo

GCube Insurance Services

ERG Renew

11

ceo

Arise windpower

Massimo Derchi

ERG Renew has burst on the wind scene this year and is now
looking to Brazil to expand its presence. Its wind energy joint
venture with Russian oil giant Lukoil is testament to the unique
path that Derchi is slowly paving in the industry. With over 25
years of energy industry experience, Derchi will be one to watch
next year as ERG Renew expands its influence overseas.

Peter Nygren

New
Entry

Recognised as one of the renewable energy insurance pioneers,
McLachlan has an underwriting capacity of over $500m and has
built out an impressive portfolio and team. With one foot on each
side of the Atlantic and with a growing dominance within key
emerging markets GCube remains a significant, dominant force
when it comes to managing and safeguarding future project risk.

Last year
67
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88

Christopher hunt

87 Head of Advisory
Ian Temperton

Managing director

Riverstone holdings
With 20 years of experience in the energy sector and having
been involved in over 30GW of projects worldwide, Hunt sits
on the boards of Pattern Energy and Velocita. Evidently,
Riverstone’s renewable energy investment portfolio remains
substantial. The challenge for 2014 will be to build and protect
these existing investments while seeking out fresh acquisitions.

86

Climate Change Capital

Last year
65

85

Fazel Moosa
Head of project & Infrastructure Finance

Investec
Moosa and Investec have had a strong year, and are taking a
bold stance on investing in Africa. In July this year, Moosa
helped to provide R8 billion in debt funding for wind and solar
projects in South Africa. Having now provided some R20
billion of financing for South African renewables projects to
date Moosa recently hinted that yet more ventures in Africa
could be in the offing.

12

Climbing four places since 2012, Temperton's team have
celebrated their tenth anniversary in business. Temperton in
particular has been on fighting form, having talked openly about
issues such as the carbon capture and storage market. More
recently, his corporate finance advisory work with Infinis, working
alongside Gleacher Shacklock, led to the successful Infinis IPO.

Last year
91

Ron Cookson
Senior Vice President

Technip

New
Entry

The offshore wind division of Technip, headed by Cookson,
continues to commit to and invest in the industry and looks
prepared to become a prominent player as the sector
industrialises. The experience of Cookson’s team in the offshore
oil and gas sector will make them a useful partner as they
provide important cabling solutions on a number of high-profile
projects across Europe.

New
Entry
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84

Ian Marchant

83

Chairman

Infinis
As CEO of SSE, Marchant was much higher up this list last year.
Without a doubt one of the industry's leading lights, in his new
role at Infinis, Marchant will oversee an ambitious company
which is seeing increasing revenues from wind. With a 274MW
wind portfolio built to date, the UK developer was recently
valued at nearly £800m after its IPO. Expect Marchant to
feature higher next year as he settles in at Infinis.

82

New
Entry

Hall-Smith is another new entrant this year. Hot on the heels of
Greencoat UK Wind, he helped InfraRed to raise a £300m listed wind
fund in conjunction with RES. By October, The Renewables
Infrastructure Group had acquired 14 onshore wind farms, but
expect to see even more activity next year. With a background in
engineering and finance, Hall-Smith has the expertise and contacts to
make a big impression with InfraRed.

81

CEO

New
Entry

gareth Swales
Commercial Director

Fred.Olsen Renewables

Nordex

13

Managing Director

Infrared Capital

Jürgen Zeschky

In 2013, Zeschky, who brings a doctorate in mechanical
engineering and considerable expertise in drive train technology
to the table, has navigated testing conditions in the United States,
overseeing the restructuring of the company’s U.S. division. In the
German and wider European markets, business development has
been more straightforward and Nordex remains a major player in
the onshore sector.

James Hall-Smith

New
Entry

With a First in Physics and a Masters in Renewable Energy
Systems, it's not surprising that Swales has since established an
impressive working track record in the past thirteen years.
Previously having worked at Masdar on London Array, Swales now
heads up commercial operations at Fred.Olsen Renewables,
where he controls a growing wind portfolio. Expect to see plenty
more from Swales in 2014.

New
Entry
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80

Wim Biesemans
ceo

Parkwind
Parkwind is an influential shareholder in the 165MW Belwind
offshore wind farm, and Biesemans will have undoubtedly been
emboldened by its recent cash injection from Sumitomo.
An
experienced and astute financial director, Biesemans has proven key
to the early stage development of this significant Belgium wind
project. A new entrant this year who could go further next.

79

New
Entry

Bernays Barclay
Managing Director

Marathon Capital
Bernays (Buz) Barclay enjoys a strong profile in the US, and joined
Marathon Capital in 2012 after working as an energy transactional
partner in US and international law firms and as a former international
commercial bank project financier. Activity this year has been mainly USbased, notably working on the Kawailoa wind farm acquisition. However,
the bank has tackled markets abroad before, and many insiders are
already betting that there will be more of this next year.

New
Entry
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78

Alex Urquhart
CEO
GE Energy Financial Services

Uquhart has been at GE Capital since 1985 and leads the
company's energy investing worldwide. His focus this year has been
on equity stakes in US projects. However, an acquisition of 32
French wind farms back in January, combined with the firms
existing commitments in countries such as Romania, Mexico and
Brazil suggests that GE Capital could be increasingly turning its
attention away from its core domestic North American base and
looking further afield, overseas.

76

77 UK Country Manager
Stephen Trotter
ABB
New
Entry

75

gUY Madgwick
Managing Director

15

New
Entry

Jooest Bergsma
Managing Partner

Glennmont Partners

Eneco
With a 50% stake in the development in Navitus Bay, one of the
UK’s most prominent Round 3 projects, Dutch utility Eneco
maintains a strong position in this list. Madgwick and his team
continue to bring their considerable offshore experience and
expertise to the joint venture with EDF, and will play an
increasingly significant role in the UK sector should the
substantial 1.1GW project off the Isle of Wight get the go-ahead.

Trotter’s work promoting developments associated with the use
of HDVC transmission lines is expected to have international
ramifications for the clean energy power markets - and especially
for wind. The technology, that enables power to be transmitted
quickly and efficiently over long distances, is expected to
significantly reduce operational costs. Cabling and transmission
now warrants increased focus - and so to, does Stephen.

Last year
70

Bergsma heads up a bright and ambitious team at Glennmont,
which has burst onto the scene this year. In August, the onshore
wind investor launched the company’s second fund investing in
European clean energy infrastructure. Having already reached
€200m in its bid to raise €450m from institutional investors,
Bergsma should have no shortage of money to invest next year.
One to watch.

New
Entry
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74

Nino Tronchetti provera
Managing Partner

73

Ambienta
Targeting ‘niche leading European businesses’, Provera’s
portfolio of renewable energy investments continues to grow.
Following Ambienta’s acquisition of subsea foundation specialist
FoundOcean, players in the offshore sector will be watching the
development of this particular firm with great interest.

72

Last year
78

Ako-Asare is part of Google’s influential corporate finance team,
which has largely focused its attentions on the US; at least for now.
Perhaps of most interest this year was the internet giant’s acquisition
of Makani Power, which is trying to develop a truly innovative,
airborne offshore wind turbine for utility-scale deployment. Perhaps
Google’s financial firepower can kickstart sector innovation next year.
If so, Ako-Asare and his team’s support will be critical.

71

CFO

New
Entry

MAsao Miyamoto
Head of Power

Sumitomo Corporation

China Resources Power

16

sENIOR mANAGER, cORPORATE FINANCE

Google

Wang Xiaobin

A new entry in our rankings, Xiaobin announced back in 2011
that Hong Kong-listed mainland electricity provider China
Resources Power had $970m a year to spend on wind farms
across China. Since then the firm has expanded its portfolio of
operational wind farms from 15 to 40, and is realising its ambition
for rapid growth in the sector.

kOJO aKO-aSARE

New
Entry

Sumitomo certainly has the firepower to make a big difference in
the wind industry, and Miyamoto has already made significant
inroads onshore, with experience of projects in Japan, China, USA,
and South Africa. Perhaps more significantly, the company acquired
a stake in the 165MW Belgian Belwind offshore wind farm in July
this year, a real sign of intent from Miyamoto and his team.

New
Entry
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70

dAVID jESTY

69 CEO

Xavier Huillard

Managing Director

Manulife Financial
A new entry in 2013, Jesty heads up the Toronto-based financial
services firm. With a growing appetite to arrange, underwrite and
invest in fixed rate project debt, at scale, Jesty's team have become
significant equity investors within the power markets. To date his
team has invested and deployed over $9bn into the power and
energy markets, of which $2bn is in renewables. More could well
be to come in 2014.

68

Vinci Construction
New
Entry

67

Ben Warren
Partner

17

Last year
43

Werner Herr
Acting Chief Executive

Windreich

Ernst & Young
In an increasingly competitive market, E&Y has built an
impressive client list, and a lot of this can be put down to
Warren’s leadership. Warren heads up one of the largest
environmental finance teams in the UK, and has thus far
cemented a strong reputation within the onshore sector.
Offshore wind is the next step for the company, and Warren
will be hopeful for repeat success in the sector.

A powerful prospective player, under Huillard, French
construction giant Vinci is beginning to establish an industry
presence in the offshore space. Having worked with GDF Suez,
CDC Infrastructure and Areva on the first French offshore wind
farms, the firm has set its sights on the UK’s Round 3 projects
where it hopes to become a leading player in the design and
construction of concrete gravity bases.

Last year
72

Herr has certainly got a tough job on his hands, as he seeks to
steer the Windreich through insolvency after the founder of the
German developer, Willi Balz, stepped down in September.
Windreich has been struggling to close financing for its 400MW
MEG I offshore wind farm, but investors are reportedly pleased by
the change in management, which should help Herr in the shortterm.

New
Entry
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66

Mathias Becker

65

CEO

rENOVA Energia
An exciting period lies ahead for Becker at Brazil's fastest
growing wind developer. Although relatively young to be
heading up a company of Renova Energia's magnitude, Becker
has already been influential in bringing the Renova's corporate
governance up to a standard which befits a publicly traded
company. Recent revenues have been strong and with 460MW
due to come online early next year, the prospects look good.

64

New
Entry

Backed by a $250m majority stake owned by Goldman Sachs, Sinha
will be looking to expand ReNew Power's wind portfolio to 1GW
by 2015. Formerly chief operating offcier of Suzlon, India's largest
turbine manufacturer, Sinha certainly has the industry experience to
bring this plan into fruition, and he will be one of the key figures
driving India’s clean energy growth in the coming years.

63

Head of Energy

New
Entry

Robert Pottman
Head of Renewable Energy
Munich Ergo Asset Management

Norton Rose Fulbright

18

ceo

Renew Power

Simon Currie

Heading up the global energy practice, Currie advised Greencoat
UK Wind on two acquisitions for its portfolio of operational UK
wind farms, a debt facility and its proposed equity capital raise of
up to £135m in 2013. The merger of Norton Rose and Fulbright
now gives Currie much-needed presence in the US; something
recognised as critical to the team's continued ascent.

Sumant Sinha

New
Entry

Pottman heads up the renewables investments at Munich Re’s asset
management firm. With no shortage of funds behind him, Whilst
taking on development risk may well not be MEAG’s game, Pottman
and his team are certainly not averse to investing in operational
assets or teaming up with strong partners; they have the potential to
capitalise on the European onshore sector even further next year.

New
Entry
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Green Giraffe Energy Bankers
The renewable energy financial advisor

62

Cliff Harris
General Manager

An unparalleled track record in successfully
closing deals for our clients

GE
Whilst critics can rightly argue that GE has been uncommitted
to offshore technology, the turbine manufacturer still has a vital
foothold in the US market, which many envy. However, Harris is
in charge of building GE’s more limited European presence.
Competing against the likes of Siemens and Vestas will certainly
test his and GE's mettle.

61

New
Entry

William Fehrman
President & ceo

Gemini

Deutsche Bucht

Equity and debt financing

Acquisition

600 MW / The Netherlands / pending

210 MW / Germany / price not disclosed / 2012

Walney

Eolien Maritime France

Debt financing of a 24.8% stake

Modelling support to bid under French OW
tender

Midamerican Energy holdings co.
The US developer has been installing turbines since 2004, and its
2.3GW wind portfolio comprises nearly 30% of the company’s
output. It is well known that Abel’s MidAmerican Energy
Holdings benefits from Warren Buffett and Berkshire Hathaway’s
midas touch, and the company's announcement in May that it
would invest $1.9bn in US wind energy by 2015 in Iowa helps to
propel Fehrman onto this year’s list.
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New
Entry

367 MW / United Kingdom / GBP 224 M / 2012
1,428 MW / France / 2012

PARIS • UT RECH T • LON DON • HAM BURG
green-giraffe.eu
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60

Philippe Crouzat

59

CFO

58

Last year
64

Li Lecheng

Last year
55

Jaume Pujol
Managing Director

HSBC

Sinovel

19

Davies is extremely well-known and well-connected within wind
and remains highly active in promoting the industry at large.
Whether it be advising on the Walney offshore wind farm
financing or the Jordanian wind energy sector, Davies’
knowledgeable and ambitious team have undoubtedly had another
strong year, working across the globe. As the team builds on its
success to date, expect Davies to be at the forefront.

57

Senior Vice President

2013 has been a difficult year at Sinovel, with the company
undergoing considerable restructuring in response to the
contraction of the Chinese wind market. If Li can turn around the
fortunes of the company and maintain an international presence it
will be a significant achievement. Much will depend on the
successful delivery of the 10MW turbine in development, which
could transform the offshore space, along with Sinovel’s luck.

Head of Clean Energy & Sustainability

Eversheds

EDF Energies Nouvelles
In 2013, with well over 1GW of projects going online, Crouzat
oversaw the commissioning of twice as many wind energy projects
as the previous year. These included 450MW in Quebec, over
250MW in the United States 160MW in Mexico and 144MW in
Scotland. A further boost to the EDF operational onshore portfolio
was provided by the purchase, in consortium, of 320MW of
projects in France from Iberdrola.

Michelle T Davies

Last year
74

Whilst HSBC may have had a quieter year than last, Pujol remains
a potent figure in the industry and can draw upon the vast
reserves of one of Europe’s largest banks. As the financing and
advisory markets for wind energy become increasingly
competitive, many competitors and interested observers will
undoubtedly be watching Pujol and his team's strategy in 2014.

Last year
41
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56

Dai Clement

55

Managing Director

RBC Capital Markets
Clement is the influential head of the company’s M&A team in
London. Having worked in debt financing and structured
projects in addition to M&A, Clement has a broad experience in
finance. A combined knowledge of advising utilities in addition
to working with the likes of Greencoat UK Wind this year
should place Clement in good stead as the wind energy
industry matures in the coming years.

54

New
Entry

Mestrallet leads a company that has expressed considerable ambition
in the French onshore wind sector – stating an aim to expand its
existing portfolio of 1.2GW operational assets to over 2GW in 3
years’ time. Yet it remains unclear whether this ambition and the
firm’s long-term international goals will be affected by the race to
reduce debts totaling €34bn and plans to sell a stake of up to 60% in
renewable energy projects across Europe.

53

Managing Director

Last year
59

dENNIS van Alphen
sENIOR iNVESTMENT manager

PGGM

Barclays Capital

20

Chairman & CEO

GDF Suez

Mark Brown

Although perhaps not as visible as he has been in previous years,
Brown remains a formidable force within the market. His division’s
work finalising the successful bid to own and operate the $720m
London Array transmission link, through Blue Transmission, is worthy
of particular note. The joint venture beat three other bidders to the
license and sets the stage for future Asian partnerships and investment.
Often operates under the radar but remains one to watch.

Gérard Mestrallet

Last year
61

Late last year PGGM and Ampere Equity Fund teamed up to close the
refinancing of the purchase of their minority stake in the Walney
offshore wind farm. van Alphen has been critical to the Dutch pension
fund's bold wind investments to date, although a conflict with locals
over a project in Mexico this year will have tested his resolve. Where
the next deal will come from is a relative unknown, but van Alphen and
his team at PGGM have been pioneers in the UK market in acquiring
operational assets, and more could be on its way in the future.

New
Entry
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52

Rory O’Connor

51

Managing director

BlackRock
A Managing Director of BlackRock and a member of the
BlackRock Renewable Power Group, O’Connor retains
responsibility for BlackRock’s renewable power team and
investment activities in Europe. Having played a key role in the
$2.7bn sale of Airtricity back in 2007, O'Connor and his team have
since closed over $4bn of wind transactions and assisted in the
North American Infrastructure Fund. Up 14 places since 2012, his
international influence only grows.

50

Last year
66

Under Xie, Longyuan Power has reinforced its position as one
of the biggest players in the Asian onshore market. In 2013 a
further 19 onshore projects were approved across China.
However, having constructed China’s largest offshore wind farm,
Longyuan is reportedly now looking to enter the broader
international offshore market – certainly one to watch in the
near future.

49

Managing Director

Last year
53

Ignacio Martin
Executive Chairman

Gamesa

ImPAX nEW eNERGY pARTNERS

21

president

Longyuan power

Peter Rossbach

Rossbach has experience across the investment chain, having worked
for developer and lender alike in his impressive career. Now, heading
the Impax Private Equity and Infrastructure team, he has been a
driving force behind the creation of a substantial investment portfolio
in renewable energy. The focus of Impax remains firmly on the
relatively secure European onshore wind sector, and some would like
to see even more ambition from the investment manager.

Xie Changjun

Last year
31

Despite testing conditions across the Spanish market, Martin
outlined a strong 2013-2015 business plan and has boldly pressed
ahead with Gamesa’s offshore wind strategy. In 2013 Gamesa
successfully installed Spain’s first offshore turbine off the Canary
Islands, and the industry will be watching closely as the
manufacturer seeks to make further headway in the sector.

Last year
44

© 2013 A Word About Wind | All Rights Reserved | Registered in England: 8597371. | 2nd Floor, 167-169 Great Portland Street, London, W1W 5PF.

Top 100 Power People 2013
Harnessing human capital:
International employment trends
Few doubt that wind energy is now a global game. Having established strong, early-stage
operating portfolios within key geographic hubs - namely Europe, North America and Asia
- the next phase of evolution within the industry has begun.	


!

Moreover, since the dominance of these established domestic markets is now starting to
come into question, and, as we see the former hotspots of wealth creation shifting, so too
moves the human capital that inevitably follows. 	


!

In real terms, this means that the job market that drives this most ambitious of energy
sectors has relocated and evolved. And, in doing so, it’s encouraged senior executives to
do the same. Tom Hopkinson, Managing Director, Taylor Hopkinson Associates, explains.

“

It might seem obvious, but scroll back ten years and the renewable energy and
clean power markets were in a very different place. Within Europe and North
America, the wind energy market in particular was capitalising on lucrative
legislative frameworks and governmental support, while developers were working
closely with their manufacturing counterparts to develop and construct
increasingly efficient kit.	


!

The sector was moving fast, and, with seemingly endless opportunities stretching
out in front of them, the focus was unequivocally placed close to home. Put
simply, it made good commercial sense. Especially since, when countering the
naysayers, the argument associated with helping to foster increased domestic
energy security was difficult to dismiss.	


!

As a result, the local markets flourished. Indeed, in just ten years, the North
American market leapt from 6,350MW to 60,078MW, while by the end of 2012,
Europe had installed a combined total of 105GW; a mixture of on and offshore
wind.

22

Top right image courtesy of Vestas

Impressive statistics.
However, with
hindsight, it’s evident that such relentless
growth simply isn’t going to be
sustainable within any single region in
the long term. At least, not before
t h o s e ke y i n d u s t r y i n d i v i d u a l s
responsible for early commercial gains –
the true market catalysts – recognise
the step change that’s taking place and,
quite naturally, begin to look for fresh
opportunities overseas.
And it’s precisely this market move that we’re experiencing today. It’s a big and, for
many, uncomfortable shift. Since what it really means is that, for those people that
matter, there’s a clear need to get working and fully operational on the ground in the
latest emerging economy – and quickly. 	


!

In South America, for instance, we’ve already seen a huge influx of human capital. Indeed,
countries like Chile have proven extremely popular. Here, the populace benefits from a
very high level of employment, a forecasted GDP annual growth rate of 7% over the
next three to four years and an open and free market.	


!

These favourable conditions have attracted a number of senior European and North
American executives, brought in to help finance and structure some of the early-stage
clean energy deals. Their arrival has not only quickly transferred skills and knowledge
into the territory, but has also created a host of further opportunities, paving the way
for those looking outside of Europe and further afield.	


!

Brazil, too, shows much promise – as do some of the outlying Caribbean territories –
since the requirement either to meet the needs of a rapidly industrialising economy, or
simply to reduce the reliance on imported fossil fuels, has taken on a renewed sense of
urgency.
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Things get a little more interesting, of course, when we consider markets such as South
Africa. Here, the recent round of government energy tenders has already been well
documented and, when set against a backdrop of a legacy of power cuts and blackouts, it’s
clear that safeguarding future energy supplies is critical to regional economic growth. 	


!

Nevertheless, while the need to build out the existing energy infrastructure in South
Africa is undisputed, the challenge of overcoming some of the country’s wider political
complexities isn’t always the easiest sell. 	


!

For senior executives, that means that personal safety and security suddenly become an
increasing priority and, when factoring in the black economic empowerment legislation,
senior placements are often geared around the transfer of skills and knowledge, with the
majority of placement briefs lasting just twelve to twenty-four months. 	


!

That’s not something that structured finance executives heading to the Middle East are
concerning themselves with, mind. While cultural differences remain, the growing trend for
manufacturers to take on the long-term development of their own consented sites,
backed by strong levels of internal investment, has led to what many believe will be a
sustained and well-financed regional boom.	


!

So what does all of this mean to senior executives working behind the scenes on key
clean energy power projects around the world?	


!

In the first instance it means that, if executives are looking to move on up, there’s simply
got to be a desire, if not to relocate, then certainly to travel. 	


!

Indeed, as we’re already seeing within the more established European markets, the next
phase of growth is being driven by innovation and market intelligence and, for the likes of
UK and Germany that’s no bad thing, since it’s a return to what they do best.

23

Nevertheless, as we see an increasing export of skill sets into emerging markets, and, as
some territories and international locations inevitably become more attractive than
others, the way executives are evaluating their next placement is changing. 	


!

Aspiring individuals are now assessing the merits of the opportunity based on lifestyle
and future prospects as much as they are calling into question the company and the job
itself.	
  

!

For the team at Taylor Hopkinson, that means that our business is being driven not just
by an in-depth understanding of local cultural subtleties but, moreover, by our ability to
quickly paint a picture of the future ambition and growth within a given region. 	


!

Naturally, salaries and financial remuneration packages still play a critical part in any
placement, but, as renewable energy goes global, securing the right person for the right
job is about more than just the size of the paycheque. 	


!

And, significantly, it’s this key shift that will help shape and influence the true leaders of
tomorrow.

“

Tom Hopkinson
Managing dIRECTOR
tAYLOR HOPKINSON ASSOCIATES
Tom Hopkinson is Managing Director of Taylor Hopkinson Associates.
Headquartered in Glasgow and London, the firm has developed a reputation as
the trusted recruitment partner to clean energy leaders. Find out more at
www.taylorhopkinson.com
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48

Julia Lynch-Williams
Managing director
RWE Npower Renewables

Lynch-Williams has overseen a year of mixed success in the UK
offshore wind sector this year. With the inauguration of Greater
Gabbard, first generation at Gwynt y Môr and consent for the
Triton Knoll and Galloper projects confirmed, RWE then shelved
plans for the Atlantic Array wind farm in the Bristol Channel, citing
technical challenges. In the onshore space, RWE continues to
attract investment, and secured capital from Greencoat UK.

46

47 hEAD OF CTR GROUP

Stuart Bernstein
Goldman sachs

Last year
14

Ana Maria Fernandes

45

CEO

EDP Renovaveis
Fernandes has an enviable list of contacts and industry
experience which is hard to match. EDPR should be an
increasing influence in the UK offshore wind sector as The
Crown Estate's Round 3 projects get underway. A global player
with great ambition, many expect Fernandes to keep climbing
up the rankings next year.

24

Although certainly no stranger to the wind energy sector (see
number 65 in our list), Goldman Sachs turned heads with its
£1.23bn investment in DONG Energy alongside two Danish pension
funds in October; a deal which few traditional investment banks
would contemplate, let alone be able execute. Bernstein
undoubtedly has the financial clout and investment intelligence to
make an even bigger imprint in the industry next year.

New
Entry

Song Wang
Director

Ming Yang

Last year
59

Ming Yang has rapidly become a major player within the Chinese
market, and Wang continues to lead the drive towards an ultimate
goal of expansion into the global market. The company has made
further progress in Eastern Europe this year – following last year’s
project wins in Bulgaria, Ming Yang signed an EPC framework for
200MW in Romania in November; arguably a smart strategy based on
the historically strong links between Eastern Europe and China that
could serve Ming Yang well next year.

Last year
36
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44

Richard Nourse

43

mANAGING pARTNER

Greencoat capital
Nourse is one of the big movers in this year's list, and for good
reason too. Greencoat UK Wind was the first ever listed wind
fund and was oversubscribed as it raised £260m on the London
Stock Exchange this year. A number of strong investments
followed, including an equity stake in the 90MW Rhyl Flats wind
farm. Even more is expected of the highly innovative and
ambitious Greencoat team next year.

42

Last year
96

This year has been a good year for Kettwig and Enercon, and as such,
not too much should be read into the fall of a couple of places in this
year's list. Now the fourth largest turbine manufacturer, the business'
growth has been impressive, even in India where it usurped Suzlon at
the top of the rankings, having installed 454MW of capacity last year.
Kettwig will have been vindicated by his brave decision to stay away
from the US and Chinese markets this year.

41

CEO

RES oFFSHORE

25

Managing director

Enercon

Chris Morgan

Having secured planning permission to generate over 350MW of
offshore wind capacity in the UK and with a clear appetite for
international growth, nobody doubts Morgan's tenacity and
commitment to the sector.
The relationship established with
Centrica whilst working on the 270MW Lincs offshore wind farm
also shows much promise and has ensured that the Morgan and the
wider unit have now participated in all three UK tender rounds.

Hans-Dieter Kettwig

Last year
38

Last year
40

David Jones
CEO
Allianz Capital Partners

Few can doubt the importance of institutional investors in
driving the European onshore wind market, and Allianz has been
one the industry's leading lights in this respect. Jones’ ambitious
team increased its renewables portfolio to 1GW, underlining his
and Allianz’s role as a major investor of influence in the sector.
Wind continues to provide for Jones’ insurance customers, and
this is good news for the industry.

Last year
60
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40

Jinwon Mok
ceo

Doosan Powers Systems
Doosan’s international offshore ambition was inevitably brought
into question when it pulled out of a planned £170m investment
into research and manufacturing facilities in Scotland last year. All
eyes will be on new CEO Jinwon Mok as the industry waits to see
whether the South Korean conglomerate can translate success in
the domestic wind industry into a meaningful global presence with
its 3MW offshore turbine.

39

New
Entry

Alfonso Faubel
Senior Vice President

Alstom
With nearly 4GW and over 2,500 turbines operating in 150 wind
farms around the world, nobody doubts Alstom's future industry
ambition. Especially while Faubel rallies the troops and sets an
ambitious course for growth. However, while further expansion into
Latin America and Sub-Saharan Africa will prove key, so too will
Faubel's first foray into offshore wind following the recent
installation of it Haliade 150-6MW unit. With French offshore
industrial centres on the up, Faubel remains one to watch.
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38

37 Founder & ceo
Lei Zhang

José Manuel Entrecanales
Chairman

Acciona
Entrecanales remains optimistic despite trying fiscal and
regulatory conditions in the Spanish energy sector, having started
the implementation of a Plan of Action for 2013-14, which aims
to restore lost returns and strengthen the group’s credit metrics.
International expansion continues, with significant wins in the
South American market and the establishment of a component
manufacturing hub in Bahia, Brazil.

36

Envision

Last year
15

35 ceo

President & COO

Repower

Element Power

27

New
Entry

Andreas Nauen

Mike O’Neill

Established in 1998 by US private equity firm Hudson Clean
Energy Partners, Element Power continues to impress, and a lot of
this can be put down to O’Neill’s efforts. Having worked in the
renewables industry for over 17 years, O'Neill's experience is
certainly not in question. Nor are his ambitions for the Irish
developer, which should see further growth in 2014.

Expect big things from Zhang in 2014. Founded in 2006, Envision
manufactures both onshore and offshore turbines and provides a full
suite of wind farm management services. Privately funded, in the past
twelve months the company has flourished and Zhang is widely
believed to have his eye on a London listing in 2014. With an
international advisory board that now includes Shaun Kingsbury,
Thomas Putter and Sir Mark Moody-Stuart, few industry insiders
doubt it.

Last year
42

A new entry in our rankings, but by no means a newcomer to the
industry, Nauen is one of the most experienced CEOs in the business.
Having built up the wind power division at Siemens, Nauen has grown
Repower’s global footprint since the acquisition of the company in
2009 by Indian multinational Suzlon. This year the manufacturer has
reached significant milestones - exceeding 1GW of installed capacity in
the UK market and installing its 5000th turbine worldwide. The firm
may be changing its name, but expect more of the same in the years to
come.

New
Entry
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34

David Fass
Chief executive emea

mACQUARIE CAPITAL GROUP

Up 19

With Fass at the helm for the EMEA region, Macquarie has further
developed its portfolio of renewable energy investments. With
some of the firm’s higher-profile wind investments this year taking
place in the Asian market, we shouldn’t overlook Fass’ role in
negotiating the €356m purchase of French operator Theolia and
the company’s involvement, in an advisory capacity, in Blue
Transmission’s purchase of transmission assets at London Array.

33

Last year
50

Masafumi Wani
Executive senior vice president

Mitsubishi heavy Industries

Up 4

Having assumed the role of Chairman of the Board of Directors in
the joint venture agreed with Vestas in September, Wani will see his
influence grow as Mitsubishi Heavy Industries expands its renewable
energy footprint. Success of the initiative will depend on the effective
and reliable integration of Mitsubishi drive train technology into
Vestas turbines – if this can be pulled off, we could see the joint
venture become a powerful force in the global turbine market.

New
Entry
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“
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Markus Wandt
Head of M&A

RWE Innogy
Since RWE Innogy's inception in 2008, Wandt has completed more
than 20 M&A transactions. Having worked on offshore wind
acquisitions spanning Germany, the UK and Belgium, and onshore
acquisitions in Italy, Spain, Germany, Poland and Romania, Wandt's
knowledge of the European wind investment climate is difficult to
match. Helping RWE Innogy close out the 90MW Rhyl Flats sale to
the UK Green Investment Bank and Greencoat UK Wind was
arguably one of this year's highlights for Wandt.

31

We help those working in
the energy and financial
services sectors to raise
their profile, gain access to
the people that matter,
improve their corporate
reputation and engage.

”

Last year
35

In-Sik Roh
CEO

Samsung Heavy IndusTrIes
In-Sik Roh has made no secret of SHI’s intention to become a
major player in the wind energy market, aiming to become one of
the world’s top five companies by 2020. But, despite positive
development to date in the onshore space, the success of the
firm’s foray into wind energy will depend heavily on the delivery
of the giant 7MW offshore turbine in development on the east
coast of Scotland.

Last year
54

To find out how we can enhance and build the value of
your business and brand, get in touch.
www.tamarindocomms.com | +44 (0)20 7193 6013
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Wu Gang

30 CEO

29

Goldwind
Early in 2013 Gang stepped down from the position of president.
However, since he still holds the positions of chairman and chief
executive, the strength of his leadership and his wider market influence
remains. A capable and astute engineer, Gang recently reported
Goldwind's $15.6m net profit - something that's produced a 388%
financial increase over a twelve month period. Whether this can
cement the firms US market ambitions or whether it now needs to
look further afield still remains a key question.

Last year
25

With Scottish Power now a key part of Iberdrola, the world’s largest
wind energy developer, its portfolio of 14GW typically does the
talking. Nevertheless, with a pipeline that looks set to almost double
this in just ten years, Anderson's ambitions and influence are only
tempered by his ability to deliver against his seven-year, £15bn
investment programme. SPR’s decision to put the brakes on the
1.8GW Argyll Array offshore wind farm came as a late blow this year.

Last year
10

27 Managing DIRECTOR

28 CEO

Green Giraffe Energy Bankers

CG

30

ceo
Scottishpower renewables

Jérôme Guillet

Laurent Demortier

Under Demortier’s guidance, Indian multinational CG has
continued to win a number of key European wind contracts in
2013. Appointed CEO in 2011, he has overseen the European
expansion of the utility, building on last year’s Lightwind success
with significant project wins in the form of the 75MW Seine Rive
Gauche onshore wind farm in France and the 129MW
Luchterduinen offshore site in The Netherlands.

Keith Anderson

Last year
22

Guillet remains one of the most influential and respected
individuals working in wind energy finance today. And for good
reason, too. Green Giraffe Energy Banker’s team are challenging
some of the more traditional financial advisories with their
specialist knowledge and unparalleled experience. The impressive
growth of the company this past year suggests that more is yet to
come.

Last year
32
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Siri Kindem

Carlos Lopez Jall

26 Senior Vice President

25 Finance director

Statoil
Having sold off the majority of its Norwegian onshore wind assets,
Statoil has focused its investment on the offshore sector and
continues to raise its wind energy profile. Kindem heads a team
that has expanded its portfolio, working on the 317MW
Sheringham Shoal project and with a share of the rights to the
13GW Dogger Bank field. The Hywind floating turbine project has
found a home in Scotland and may shape technological
development in the market in the years to come.

24

Repsol

Last year
83

23 CEO UK

CEO

EDF Energy Renewables

Enel Green power

31

Last year
18

Christian Egal

fRANCESCO sTARACE

Starace is undoubtedly one of the European wind energy industry's
leading lights. Starace has built a reputation as a great innovator and
committed communicator on the continent. The fact that Enel's CEO,
Fulvio Conti, quickly quashed rumours this year suggesting that he
may reduce the utility's holding in its renewables division in a bid to
cut debt to €37bn, suggests that Starace is pulling EGP in the right
direction.

Expectation mounts at Repsol as both the 1.5GW Moray Firth
project and the Inch Cape Wind project both continue to make good
progress through the planning and consent stages,. Throughout it all,
Carlos remains key to the successful project financing of the initiative
and more broadly, to maintaining Repsol's future appetite and interest
in the sector. Expect this former Citigroup executive to be called
upon for increasing comment in 2014.

Last year
17

Rising three places in a year, Egal's influence with EDF and within
the wider market goes from strength to strength. The investment
into Navitus Bay certainly helps, as does the firms wider
commitment to the French offshore wind sector and the progress
made at Teeside throughout 2013. While the French energy firm
can at times be seen to be a little too segmented, Egal has a canny
knack of initiating change. Expect more from him in 2014.

Last year
26
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22

Frank Stieler
Chairman
Hochtief

HOCHTIEF has consistently shown a great willingness to take
real responsibility in offshore construction, adding a vital element
of confidence to the supply chain. Well-respected by industry
peers, Stieler's ambition should be lauded, and good times lie
ahead should the European offshore wind sector prove to be the
panacea it is widely hoped to be.

21

Last year
30

Wolfgang Bischoff
Head of Project & Structured Finance

Siemens fINANCIAL sERVICES
A non-mover this year, Bischoff continues to be an influential
industry force, backing both technology and deals independently.
In these straightened times, Siemens Financial Services and its
equivalents play an extremely important role. With a strong team
behind him, including recent hire Siobhan Smythe as Head of Debt,
Energy in the EMEA region, Bischoff's strong form is expected to
continue.
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20

Louis-FranCois Durret

19

Senior Executive Vice President

AREVA
Durret is leading AREVA's charge in the offshore wind sector and
will be emboldened a GDF Suez-led consortium's decision to use a
new 8MW turbine developed by AREVA for France’s 1GW secondround offshore wind tender. Many in the industry are tipping
AREVA for a very bright future indeed as it challenges some of the
slightly more established European turbine manufacturers. Durret
and Areva have the clout to be extremely successful next year,
particularly if its French offshore ambitions come to fruition.

18

New
Entry

Now in her thirteenth year at the bank, Gould recently led the team
advising on the financing of the Lincs UK offshore wind farm,
sponsored by Centrica, DONG and Siemens Project Ventures. She
also played a key role in the debt advisory mandate with Centrica, for
the refinancing of the Lynn and Inner Dowsing offshore wind farms
and Glens of Foudland onshore wind farm. With her laser focus, few
international candidates are a worthy match for her project and
export finance experience.

17

CEO

Last year
20

Jim Smith
Managing Director

SSE

Vestas

33

hEAD OF power & Renewables

Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ

Anders Runevad

Runevad was thrust into the limelight this year when he replaced
former CEO Ditlev Engel at the Danish turbine manufacturer.
Heading up Europe's most heavily scrutinised wind company coming
off the back of a major restructuring will be a test for Runevad.
Expectant shareholders and influential market analysts will keep an
eye on progress, but shares have climbed quickly towards the end of
the year, aided by the Mitsubishi Heavy Industry joint venture. Vestas
will need a cool head in Runevad to drive them forward.

Carol Gould

New
Entry

As the wider focus for growth shifts away from Europe and into
emerging markets, and as future SSE renewable energy
investment comes under question amid regulatory uncertainty,
Smith has a tough task on his hands. Having joined SSE in 1988,
nobody doubts his leadership and tenure, but with balance
sheets coming under scrutiny and with shareholders to please,
there's a cap on just how much influence the utility can
continue to exert in the sector.

New
Entry
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16

Ron Heyselaar

15

Head of Projects

14

Last year
28

David Foley
Blackstone

34

It is testament to Winkel’s considerable ability that, amidst
testing economic conditions, E.ON’s renewables division
continues to expand and make progress. 2013 has seen Winkel
and E.ON active on a number of new builds and involved in
several significant capital recycling manoeuvres. Aiming to bring
one new offshore wind farm online every 18 months and to
reduce offshore costs by 40% by 2015, E.ON and Winkel have
set the bar high.

13

Senior Managing Director

Big things are expected and hoped for Foley and Blackstone in
the offshore sector. Whether he can replicate the firm’s success
in Germany is yet to be seen, but the prospects are good;
reports emerged late this year that the private equity giant is
planning to acquire its third German offshore wind farm, and
that it aims to install 384MW of 6MW turbines at the the
Nördlicher Grund offshore project later next year.

Member of the board of management

e.on

Masdar
Masdar has the financial firepower to transform European offshore
wind, and the Abu Dhabi developer's agreement with the UK
Green Investment Bank to invest £1bn in clean energy projects
over the next seven years is a bold statement of intent. Refinancing
of Masdar's 20% equity stake in the 630MW London Array
offshore wind farm will have reassured Heyselaar that wind is a
sector with real prospects. His team are making all the right noises
about new investments, and hopefully these will follow in 2014.

MikE Winkel

Last year
27

Tom Murley
Head of Renewable Energy

HG Capital

Last year
13

Rising three places in twelve months, Murley’s influence within the
market continues to grow, following the successful sale of Hg
Capital’s 177MW UK wind portfolio in February and his
appointment to the UK Green Investment Bank board. His
investment in Venus Wind, a Swedish onshore wind portfolio
acquired in 2010, is one to watch.

Last year
16
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12

Ignacio Galan

11

Chairman & CEO

iberdrola
Nobody doubts that Galan has had a torrid twelve months. However,
while faced with streamlining operations and creating efficiencies in
the Spanish headquartered firm, Galan has continued to drive good
growth in wind. In this respect, the sale of its Polish portfolio and the
creation of a holding company for its US operations have certainly
helped. It may have proved impossible to retain the Top 100 crown
but his shift in influence is as much a product of the wider global
market focus as it is the aspirations of Galan.

10

Last year
1

In 2013, the world’s fifth largest turbine manufacturer has
further expanded its global footprint, with significant contract
wins in 6 continents – signing deals in India, South Africa,
Uruguay, Canada, Australia, France and the UK. Tanti narrowly
misses out on a top 10 spot, but if the company can keep on
track as it undergoes significant restructuring, expect to see
him feature again next year.

9

Managing Director

Last year
23

Oystein Loseth
ceo

Vattenfall

Centrica

35

Chairman

The Suzlon Group

Simon Merriweather

Following an executive reshuffle, Merriweather is responsible for
Centrica's future offshore wind ambitions. Given the utility’s public
dissatisfaction with future UK energy policy, its acquisition of stateowned Irish utility Bord Gáis, Ireland's largest wind energy producer,
its ongoing negotiations over funding for the £2bn, 580MW Race
Bank initiative and the recent completion of 270MW Lincs Offshore,
Merriweather's influence within the wider European market only
grows.

Tulsi Tanti

New
Entry

Løseth's tenure at the helm of Vattefall has seen this senior executive
already weather many a storm. In his role heading up Europe's sixth
largest generator of electricity, he overseas a diverse portfolio that
comprises 545MW of onshore and 836MW of offshore wind. In 2013,
wind was the biggest destination for investment by Vattenfall - up
over 25% year on year - expect further gains in the months ahead
significant gains in the months ahead. Løseth will be looking for
another strong year before he steps down from his post in 2015.

Last year
8
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Hiroshi Tachigami

7

president

Marubeni Europower
Tachigami owes his impressive leap in our rankings to some
equally impressive expansion into the European offshore market.
Since buying into Gunfleet Sands back in 2011, the European
energy division of the Japanese giant has made a number of
further high-profile acquisitions, taking ownership of jack-up
operator Seajacks and purchasing a 25% stake in Mainstream
Renewable Power.

New
Entry

Kingsbury has been given what many deem an enviable task: to
deploy £3.8bn of government capital in renewable energy
projects. However, deploying this capital astutely is not so
straightforward. The long time renewable energy private equity
investor has made offshore wind a priority sector, buying into Rhyl
Flats, as well as lending to Walney and London Array. Even more is
expected of Kinsbury next year, but he's made a very strong start.

5

6 Chairman

New
Entry

Christian Rynning-Tonnesen
CEO

Statkraft

GL Garrad Hassan

36

CEO

UK Green Investment Bank

Andrew Garrad

One of the most experienced and committed of all individuals in
wind energy today, Garrad remains an industry figurehead, despite
taking on a non-executive role as chairman of GL Garrad Hassan.
The merger with DNV KEMA has undoubtedly made the
company's brand stronger, and Garrad's role as chairman of
EWEA means that he still exerts significant clout in the sector.

Shaun Kinsbury

Last year
11

Rynning-Tønnesen has been buoyed by recent wind results at
the firm, mainly from new projects in the UK, Sweden and
Norway. Since the company decided to focus on wind energy in
1997, it has diligently grown its portfolio both onshore and
offshore. Going ahead with Statkraft's investment in the
400MW Dudgeon Offshore Wind Farm alongside its
Norweigian partner Statoil will be critical to the former
McKinsey consultant's reputation in the sector.

New
LastEntry
year
6

© 2013 A Word About Wind | All Rights Reserved | Registered in England: 8597371. | 2nd Floor, 167-169 Great Portland Street, London, W1W 5PF.

Top 100 Power People 2013

4

eddie o’connor
CEO & CO-FOUNDER
Mainstream renewable power

There's more to O'Connor than the luck of the Irish. The
irrepressible dealmaker continues to ensure that Mainstream
Renewable Power's influence extends beyond the developer’s
natural standing. Nevertheless, O'Connor spotted the move
towards institutional investment early and his ability to secure a
€100m injection in the firm from Marubeni late in the summer, for
an approximately 25% stake, must be highly commended. This,
combined with an incessant expansion into the South American
and South African markets means that Eddie and his team
epitomise wind's global growth.

2

3

Torben Möger Pedersen
ceo

PensionDanmark
Last year
5

Henrik Stiesdal

Torben Möger Pedersen remains one of the wind energy industry's
most influential advocates. PensionDanmark is leading by example in
the offshore sector, seeing an opportunity early and picking up the
slack when finance ran dry. Although the Danish pension fund’s
activity in Europe is well known, it was the fund's announcement that
it would commit $200m in what could be the USA's first offshore
wind farm, Cape Wind, that turned heads this year. Although the loan
is conditional, it was a another bold statement of intent from
Pedersen and his ambitious team. A true pioneer who we will see
more of in the coming years.

Last year
4

CTO

Siemens
Stiesdal is widely recognised as the most experienced wind
power engineer in the world, and with the backing of the
financially strong Siemens, he is well worthy of second place in
the list this year. The German company has come to stamp its
mark on the European offshore wind market, and research
earlier this year revealed it had jumped to third place from ninth
in the league table of the world's largest turbine manufacturers.
A lot of this success should be put down to Stiesdal, who built
his first small wind turbine all the way back in 1976. Since then,
he has made more than 160 inventions and has been awarded
more than 200 patents. Another true industry pioneer.

And this year’s number 1 is…
New
Entry
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Henrik poulsen
ceO

DONG ENERGY

Last year
3

Few individuals can lay claim to having packed quite so much in to what
amounts to just an eighteen month tenure at one of the world's most
progressive utilities. All the same, as Poulsen's professional past proves, the
ability to deliver against an ambitious corporate strategy is as much about
capturing the attention of the wider energy market as it delivering solid and
consistent financial results. DONG Energy's commercial model for offshore
wind may remain unique, but irrespective, it's proved critical to opening up
international emerging markets, driving down industry costs and bolstering
the logistics and supply chain that follow. These are all things which will have
helped Goldman Sachs invest an impressive £1.23bn in the business this year,
alongside two pension funds. At just 46, Poulsen has demonstrated a clear
ability to switch sectors and drive through change - something that executives
at both LEGO and TDS A/S have already experienced. If the clean energy
markets - and wind in particular - can retain his interest, expect further gains
in 2014. If the incentive is there, Poulsen will continue to deliver. Piece by
piece.

The next Top 100 Power People report will be out in december 2014…
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